Orofacial swelling, particularly of the lips, tongue, buccal mucosa and gingiva is a feature of the localised granulomatous condition known as the MelkerssonRosenthal syndrome,1 but may also represent oral manifestations of chronic inflammatory conditions, including Crohn's disease2 or sarcoidosis. 3 Oral manifestations of these systemic conditions may precede involvement in other areas by several years4 and clinical, biochemical or even histological differentiation is often extremely difficult. Considerable debate exists in the general surgical and dental literature regarding the extent to which a patient presenting with granulomatous inflammation of the orofacial region should be investigated for evidence of chronic granulomatous disease elsewhere. This case demonstrates the diagnostic difficulties, and illustrates that Crohn's disease may present in the mouth before it becomes symptomatic in other parts of the gastrointestinal tract.
CASE REPORT. A six-year-old girl presented with a four year history of recurrent episodes of non-tender swelling of the upper lip, and angular chelitis. The swelling usually lasted from a few days to a few weeks, but during the previous six months exacerbations had become more frequent and persistent. Otherwise, her mother had not noticed any specific problems. In view of the long history and lack of other symptoms, this was thought to be an example of the Melkersson -Rosenthal syndrome although the possibility of an oral presentation of Crohn's disease was also considered. The condition remained quiescent over the next few months until she re -attended with a flare -up of her oral lesions and episodes of severe crampy abdominal pain and constipation. The swelling of the lower lip had increased with marked thickening of the buccal and gingival mucosa, and associated deep fissures and ulcers producing a "cobblestone" appearance. The perianal area was inflamed and excoriated, with fissuring, ulceration and skin tags. Her weight was below the fifth centile. Haemoglobin was 9-8 g/dl, ESR 36 mm/hr and serum iron 6 1 umol/l (normal [13] [14] [15] [16] [17] [18] [19] [20] [21] [22] [23] [24] [25] [26] [27] [28] [29] [30] 
